
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
ARPA fund requests due 
by December 5 
See bottom of page 2 
 
Holiday Bazaar and  
Bake Sale 
Wednesday,  
December 7, 10AMð3PM 
Cameron Center 
See page 9 

Jodi Ross, 
Town  
Manager 

jross@westfordma.gov 
www.westfordma.gov/tm 

WWW.WESTFORDMA.GOV 
www.westfordcat.org 

November 2022 

Dear Westford residents, 

The Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) - Highway Division 

has undertaken the inventory, inspection, and rating of the Beaver Brook Bridge on 

Beaver Brook Road in Westford and has determined that recent changes in the 

bridge condition requires that the bridge be CLOSED to vehicular traffic as of 6:00 

PM on Friday, November 18, 2022.  The reason for this closure is due to severe  

deterioration of the corrugated structural pipes and the loss of fill that the  

corrugated pipes are  

intended to support.  Town 

officials are coordinating the  

closure with public safety, 

schools, businesses,  

residents and surrounding  

communities. Westford  

Public Schools and Nashoba 

Valley Technical High School 

will contact impacted families 

directly to coordinate student 

busing arrangements.  The 

town is working with 

MassDOT to accelerate the 

bridge replacement which 

was already scheduled for next summer.  A detour map and trash and recycling  

information is available online at www.westfordma.gov/beaverbrookbridge .  Beaver 

Brook Road will remain closed to through traffic until further notice. We apologize 

for the inconvenience, but safety is our number one priority. For more information, 

please contact Stephen Cronin, Director of Public Works, scronin@westfordma.gov 

978-692-5520. 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their hard work conducting and supporting the  

recent State and Local Elections, especially Patty Dubey, our Town Clerk, and her 

staff: Andy Sherman, Celia Hughes, Marilyn Frank and Alyssa Ingalls, also our 

election workers, our Westford Police Department, the administration and  

custodians of Westford Academy and Stony Brook Middle School the Westford post 

office, and all others who lent a hand to conduct two elections. Unofficially  

approximately 11,000 of our residents voted and the election results will be certified 

and as per state regulations, with official results posted by November 23
rd
. 

 

At the Select Boardôs latest meeting, Chair Peraner-Sweet acknowledged the rising 

electricity and heating costs, and asked town staff to research assistance for  

residents in need and provide appropriate information to them. Information may be 

found at the following link: Community Wellness.  
 
 
 
 
 

Watch  

(Continued on next page) 
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sign up to  
receive latest town  
updates: 

Subscribe to  
Notifications  

Sign up for Emergency  
Notifications: 
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Select Board Vice-Chair Clay encouraged residents keep the Westford Food Pantry in mind for donations 
during the holiday season as they are experiencing a record demand. The Food Pantry is located at the 
Cameron Senior Center, 20 Pleasant Street. For more information and to find out what items in particular are 
most needed, please visit their website at the following link: Westford Food Pantry. 
 

The Select Board heard a request from our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee to join with cities and 
towns across the country in taking a stand against antisemitism that reflects Westfordôs character as a 
peaceable, welcoming community that embraces diversity and belonging. The Select Board voted  
unanimously in favor of recognizing January 27

th
 as Holocaust Remembrance Day and January as Holocaust 

Education Month in Westford in perpetuity. Furthermore, the board voted to adopt the working definition of 
antisemitism, which may be found at the following link here: International Holocaust Remembrance Allianceôs 
(IHRA) Working Definition of Antisemitism. The committee will draft a proclamation which will include these 
measures and return to the board for approval.  
 

Our Principal Assessor, Will Naser, presented the tax classification plan for Fiscal Year 2023 to the board. 
The board voted to adopt a single tax rate with an estimated tax rate of $14.76 per thousand. To review the 
presentation, please visit the following link: Tax Classification Hearing.  
 

Our Annual Town Meeting date has been set for Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 10:00a.m. and the  
corresponding town meeting timeline has been approved. All town meeting documents may be found at the 
following link: 2023 Annual Town Meeting. The Access to Town Meeting Committee requested our town offer 
childcare services during the meeting. The board directed the Town Manager to work with the Recreation 
Department to attempt to provide childcare at future town meetings. The board also voted unanimously to 
request town organizations and local non-profits not hold events on the same day as the meeting, to allow 
residents the ability to attend without other town scheduling conflicts. 
 

The Select Board heard a request from Rae Dick, Health Director, and Nicole Laviolette, Community  
Wellness Coordinator, to form a Community Behavioral Health Committee which focuses on mental health 
services and access, suicide and substance use disorder prevention and interventions. In return, the Select 
Board asked a representative from local churches be involved and requested more clarification on the  
committeeôs charge. Rae and Nicole will follow up with the board at a future board meeting. 
 

At the request of resident Ellen Harde, the Select Board discussed the next steps for the New Center  
Building to be located at 51 Main Street. The board expressed their continued support for the project to  
provide appropriate office space for our town employees, and also provide meeting room space to encourage 
participation by our residents at our many public meetings.  It is their intention to bring the project back to our 
upcoming Annual Town Meeting for our residentsô consideration. Here is a link to information regarding the 
project: New Center Building Project Information. 
 

At their meeting on November 16
th
, the board approved raising the minimum wage for municipal employees 

from $14.25 to $15.00 effective January 1, 2023. 
 

On October 25
th
 the board reviewed a revised ñHunting on Board of Selectmen Land Policyò established on 

October 14, 2014 to become the new ñHunting on Select Board Land Policyò. This revision was approved 
subject to confirmation of indemnification signature requirements on the application forms. To view a copy of 
the policy, please visit the following link: Hunting on Select Board Land Policy. 
 

Since publishing the Town Manager position, the town received a total of 26 applicants. The Town Manager 
Search Committee is meeting on November 17

th
 to review applications and determine who they would like to 

interview. They will recommend 3 or 4 finalists to the Select Board who will conduct interviews with the  
finalists on Saturday, December 10

th
, at 9:30 AM in the Town Hall Meeting Room. Following those interviews, 

the board will consider appointment of a new Town Manager.  
 

At the Select Boardôs meeting on December 13
th
, the board will continue their review of American Rescue 

Plan Act (ARPA) funding requests to determine allocations. Anyone who is interested in applying for funds 
may email their request to odonnell@westfordma.gov by December 5

th
. ARPA summaries are available to 

view at the following link: ARPA Funding. 
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Plan Ahead for Any Emergency 

Receive alerts and notifications, stay informed of 
weather, traffic, and other emergencies in your  
community via Rave/Smart911 emergency notifications. 
 

Most residents will not need to take action in order to receive  
notification of events on their home telephone.  However, if you have 
recently moved into Westford, changed your home phone number, or 
have an unlisted phone number you will need to register your phone 
number 
 
Click here to register additional phone numbers or email addresses. 
 
Download the Smart911 Mobile App for your smartphone 
Here. 
 
 

Set Your Radio Preset to Westford Emergency Managementôs 1630 AM 
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There are several openings on our local boards and committees, including: 35 Town Farm Road Task Force, 
Affordable Housing Trust, Agricultural Commission, Board of Cemetery Commissioners, Bylaw Review  
Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Commission on Disability, Conservation Commission, Council on 
Aging, Cultural Council, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, Dog Park Task Force, Economic  
Development Committee, Election Officer, Healthy Westford Committee, Housing Authority, Parks, Grounds 
and Recreation Commission, Pedestrian Safety Committee, Permanent Town Building Committee,  
Scholarship and Grant Committee, Senior Low Income Disabled Tax Relief Committee, Tax Possession Sale 
Committee, Town and School Safety Task Force, and Zoning Board of Appeals. I urge you to peruse our 
website for information about the work of these committees; and if you have interest, please complete and 
submit a Citizenôs Activity form at this link: Citizen Activity Form. 
 
Would you like more detailed information on the Select Boardôs meetings? Click the following links to access: 
Select Board Documents & Select Board Meeting Videos. 
 
I hope you all have a nice Thanksgiving holiday! 
 
Sincerely, 
  
  
Jodi Ross 
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Public Safety 
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Roof Restoration, Fall 2022 
 

Thanks to the generosity of Westford  
citizens and aid from State Representative 
Jim Arcerio, The Parkervillle Schoolhouse 
has received the funds needed to replace 
and restore the roof.  The roof will be  
completed by the end of November. 
 

Westford students will hold their Spring 
living history classes under a new roof with 
new windows next on the agenda. 
 

A special thanks to Eric Heideman 
(Westford Assistant Town Manager),  
Jeff Goodwin (Director of Westford Town 
Facilities), and members of the Friends of 
the Parkerville School House Board: John 
Wilder (treasurer), Joe Morano (vice  
president), Tom Unterberg (facilities) and 
Heidi Hatke (president) for their tenacity in 
getting this job done! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parkerville Fall Open House - November 6, 2022 
 

The public was invited to the  
annual the Parkerville  
Schoolhouse Open House on 
Sunday, Nov. 6, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
The open house at the 1880  
District School #5 was sponsored 
by the Friends of Parkerville 
Schoolhouse. 
 

The schoolhouse, located in 
Westford at the corner of Carlisle 
and Concord Roads, is used for 

the ñOld School Daysò program for all Westford third graders each spring.  The town-owned building is also 
used for scout meetings, 4-H Club meetings and other small groups. 
 

Original artifacts from this schoolhouse, which closed as a school in 1929 were on hand as well as Friends of 
Parkerville Schoolhouse board members and schoolmarms.  Many board members are related to former  
students and teachers of Parkerville Schoolhouse.  
  
Parkerville Schoolhouse note cards and forest green T-shirts, sweatshirts, and tote bags were available for 
sale.  Apple cider, cookies, and donuts were served!  Cookies were donated by Classic Kitchen Caf® of 
Westford. 
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A Message from the Friends of the Parkerville Schoolhouse  

Donation for Parkerville Improvements, October 6, 2022 
Pictured clockwise from bottom left: Eric Heideman (Asst. Town Manager), 
Joe Morano, State Rep. Jim Arciero, Heidi Hatke, Tom Unterberg,  
Jo-Anne Lund, Ruth Margetts, Claire Owen, & June Kennedy (center) 
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Still not sure if you are in Westfordôs Community Aggregation Contract? 
 

The Supply portion of your Bill should look like this: 

Participation in Westford Power Options Program (POP) is a great low-rate opportunity 
to protect the planet and your wallet at $0.10793/kWh for 10% above the state mandated  
renewable generation threshold vs $0.33891/kWh from National Grid with no extra  
Class I RECS (Renewable Electricity Certificates). Rates are locked and guaranteed through  
December 2023. 

 
If you have the means, consider giving the planet an additional gift this holiday season 
and Opt up to: 
 

Pop Silver for 50% extra class 1 RECs at $0.12083/kWh  
 

or  
 

Pop Gold for 100% Class I RECS for $0.13695/kWh,  
 
both of which are a savings over National Grid rates.  Class I RECS fund the development of 
additional renewable energy in Massachusetts.  If you are experiencing hardship, the Power 
Options Program allows you to opt down to POP Basic at a rate of $0.10470/kWh with the 
state minimum Class 1 RECs. 
 

To sign up or opt up visit: https://masscea.com/westford/ 
 
 

Looking for help becoming more energy efficient?   
Sign up for a FREE Home Energy Assessment.  

 

Find additional ideas on the Sustainability Website.  
 

Ready to explore making your own electricity?  
The Massachusetts Clean Energy Center offers this great Guide to Solar Electricity to get you 
started. 
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Sustainability 
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Holiday Hints 
¶ Compost your pumpkin or toss it in the woods for the critters (no candles or wax, please) 

¶ Cut down on food waste by sticking (mostly) to a list.  Freeze or gift extras. Give leftovers 
a new taste as soup, or casseroles. Make veggie stock from old, bruised or trimmed  
veggie waste in an instant pot or similar (less energy than a stove top) before composting.  

¶ Read the Westford Recycling Commissionôs section of this newsletter on giving time and 
shared experiences  

¶ Think carefully about purchases that require electricity or batteries. Consult the  
EnergyGuide or Energy Star labels when available.   

¶ Support local businesses and the climate (by minimizing trucking).  

¶ Gift new habits for a new year:   

¶ Travel sets of bamboo cutlery 

¶ insulated mugs  

¶ Reusable insulated bag with reusable take-out containers 

¶ Reusable straws 

¶ Glass nail files  

¶ Avoid packaging altogether ï have a treasure hunt instead. Savor the in-person  
exchange, rather than the display.   

¶ Get creative about repurposing and reusing items around the house for packaging, like  
fabric or craft supplies, or buy a gift that can also be the package, like a beautiful box or 
mug or basket.  Reuse ribbon and wrapping paper, neither of which is recyclable.  

¶ Replace physical holiday cards and photos with digital versions to save postage and  
carbon. If your recipients (or you) cherish the tradition of mailed cards, use them in lieu of 
decorations and repurpose the fronts for gift tags and the backs for lists when the season 
is over. 

¶ Hang clothes to dry and humidify your house at the same time.  Or stuff stockings with  
dryer balls.  These wool balls have natural lanolin for softening clothes, reduce drying 
time and energy use, last for hundreds of washes, eliminate exposure to dryer sheet 
chemicals, and save money 

¶ Seek out natural fibers in all of your textiles (clothes, linens) to avoid plastic pollution.   

¶ Turn off your lights, indoors and out, when not in use, and use blinds, shades and drapes 
to conserve energy and to preserve dark skies.   

¶ Select soft white or yellow LED decorations and those that project light out rather than up 
to help migrating birds and other critters find the right path to their winter destinations. 
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From the Director: Library Building Expansion Approved ï 
Thank you! Thank you to everyone who attended Special Town 
Meeting and the November 8 election and  
voted to approve the Library Building  
Project! This could not have happened without 
the hard work of the Friends of the Library, the 
Board of Trustees, the Library Building  
Committee, the Library Staff, and of course, all 
of you who took the time to show up and  
express through your vote how important the 
future of the Library is to the town of 
Westford.  We look forward to providing the 
town of Westford with new services and a state 
of the art Library! To learn more about the  
Library Building Project, please visit the  
Libraryôs website. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, the following programs are made possible by the Friends of 
the Library. 
 

VIRTUAL JOB SEARCH HELP FOR 50 & OVER ï JOB SEARCH HELP FOR 50 & OVER ï  
Interview Practice: Wednesday, November 16, 9:30-11:30 a.m. The Massachusetts  
Library Collaborative's 50+ Job Seekers Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month, from 9:30am to 11:30am, via Zoom. If you are unemployed and actively looking,  
underemployed, seeking a new career direction, re-entering the job market after a long  
employment gap, or recently retired and looking for your "Encore Career", this networking group 
program is perfect for you! Register here 
 

Wiggle Words Storytime: Wednesday, November 16 at 10:30 a.m. This weekly drop-in 
story time is for kids ages 2 to 4. Join us as we share music, movement, and really FUN books 
for the younger kids in this program. Please plan to arrive 15 minutes before the program and 
go to the Children's Desk upstairs and ask for name tags for each child. Once you have your 
name tags, go down to the Meeting Room and wait at the door. The doors to the Meeting Room 
close when the program is full and will remain closed. Latecomers are welcome to visit the  
children's room upstairs. No registration required. 
 

Math Club: Wednesdays on 11/23, and 12/28 from 3:30-5:00 p.m. Join YA Librarian Jess 
and library volunteer Patrick for a meeting of mathematical minds. Each meeting we will learn 
theories, solve problems, and build upon your math knowledge with fun activities and games. 
For Grades 6-8. Register here. 
 

Pajama Story Time: Mon., Nov. 28 at 6:30 p.m. Pajama Time meets once a month on a 
Monday evening in the Meeting Room for children ages 3 to 7. Get into those pajamas and grab 
a favorite stuffed animal or blanket and come on in! 
 

Monday Mystery Book Club: Mon., Nov. 28 at 2:00 p.m. Weôll meet in the Mary Atwood 
Room. Weôll be discussing Lightning Strike, by William Kent Krueger. Print copies are available at 
Main Desk, and the ebook and digital audiobook are on Overdrive. Email Kristina at  
kleedberg@westfordma.gov for details. 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 

Town Managerôs Newsletter       Page 7 

WWW.WESTFORDMA.GOV 

November at the J.V. Fletcher Library 
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YA Crafternoon: Mon., Nov. 28 at 3:00 p.m. Come to the Meeting Room to hang out, listen 
to music, and get crafty! Join Jess and our special guest artist Manmeet to learn the art of paper 
quilling. For Grade 6 and up! Register here. 
 
Virtual Nutcrackers-a Colorful History: Thur., Dec. 1 at 11:00 a.m. Registrants will receive 
a link to access the Zoom Meeting via email.**You may never have given those funny painted 
statues much thought but the history of nutcrackers involves the development of tools from the 
Stone Age to the Industrial Age. Their story encompasses the political changes of Communist-
era Germany, a Russian ballet and American G.I.s. These are all elements in the history of the 
charming, colorful creations we enjoy today. Our look at nutcrackers will include a nod to other 
traditional Christmas decorations such as pyramids and ósmokersô that have developed along 
with them. Led by art historian Mary Woodward, who serves as a guide at several Historic New 
England properties. She previously served as Public Programs Coordinator and Educator at the 
Concord Museum. Woodward has a B.A. in Art History from Furman University and a M.A. in Art 
History from Emory University. She has 40+ years of experience in museums of all shapes and 
sizes, from the comprehensive collection at the Cleveland Museum of Art to the one-room log 
cabin birthplace of President James K. Polk. Register here. 
 
Adult Nonfiction Book Club: Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 7:00 p.m. Join us in the Meeting Room to 
discuss Codebreaker by Walter Isaacson. This will also be our Title Picking party for 2023. Copies 
are available at Main Desk or download a copy from Overdrive . Email Charles Schweppe at 
cschweppe@westfordma.gov for details! 
 
Mother Goose Story Time: Monday AND Thursday Mornings from 10:30 -11:15 a.m. 

Twice a week in the Meeting Room! This is a great early literacy program for you and your  

littlest ones. Get them started with reading fundamentals like rhymes, finger plays, and stories. 

If the weather cooperates, we may hold some sessions outside. This story time will be limited to 

20 participants (not including adults) when held inside.   

 
Friends of the Library e-newsletter: The best way to learn about our upcoming programs 
and new services is through the FOL weekly e-newsletter. Sign up here. 
 
Check out our Museum Passes page or call the Library for reservations. Unless otherwise noted, 
our museum passes are generously funded by the Friends of the Library.  Have you joined the 
Friends yet? 

 
 
 
 
Quick Links to Our Most Popular Services! 
Programs ï Adults 
Programs ï Kids 
Programs ï Young Adults 
 
If you have questions or need assistance,  
please call us at 978-399-2300 or send us an email at  
westfordlibrary@westfordma.gov. 
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NovemberðDecember at the J.V. Fletcher Library (Continued) 
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 Cameron Senior Center 

 

Bşŕŋĸħǹ =ļůŴŋƈŋŴŋļǟ ħǤ Ŵŉƪ +ħřļŬşǋ hļŚŋşǛ +ļŚŴļǛ 
 

SPECIAL TOWN MANAGER AND SELECT BOARD  
HOLIDAY BREAKFAST 
Monday, December 5, 8:30AM 
We are happy to honor Jodi Ross at her last holiday breakfast with us as 
our Town Manager.  She has selected the following menu just for you which 
will include pancakes with blueberries, scrambled eggs, home fries with  
pepper and onions (her own recipe), sausage, fruit salad and pastries. This 
wonderful array of festive foods will again be prepared by Town Manager and 
staff and Select Board members. Please RSVP early because it will fill quickly. 

 
 

Friends Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale  
December 7, 2022, at 10AM-3PM 
The Friends of the Cameron are sponsoring a fun filled Holiday bazaar and Bake 
Sale in support of the Cameron.  All are invited to attend and enjoy the wonderful 
craftmanship of a variety of vendors including our own talented knitters, quilters, 
bakers, and artisans.  Vendors will be displaying their wares  on the first floor while 
jewelry and holiday items can be found on the second floor.  Sip your coffee, try a 
delicious baked good, purchase holiday gifts and enjoy your day. 
 

SECOND ANNUAL HANUKKAH LUNCH  
Wednesday, December 21, 12 noon 
Come join Martha and Cindy as they again serve traditional Hanukkah latkes (potato pancakes), kugel 
(noodle pudding) and bagels with cream cheese. Come have a little nosh with your friends and enjoy some 
traditional music. RSVP to 978.692.5523 
 
 

COOKIES & COCOA BY FIREPLACE      
Thursday, December 22

nd
 at 10AM 

Join Katie in the library for some very enjoyable conversation and warm hot 
chocolate and holiday cookies. This will be a fun time! 
 

DO YOU NEED ASSITANCE WITH MEDICARE 
OPEN ENROLLMENT ENDS DECEMBER 7th 
By appointment only SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Everyone) can help!  Fred Baumert,  
Certified SHINE Counselor and Westford resident offers free unbiased confidential counseling on aspects 
of health insurance to anyone eligible for Medicare. Call 978-692-5523 to schedule an appointment. 

     
 

     (Continued on next page) 
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